
PHILANTHROPIC  

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

Lighting the Way



For more than a century, the 

Jewish Federation has been 

proud to Carry the Light for 

Philadelphia by embracing 

three key roles: convening 

the community, encouraging 

and stewarding the generosity 

of our donors, and making 

grants to meet critical needs.

Few giving vehicles serve our mission and 

vision – and enable our community to meet their 

philanthropic goals – as perfectly as a Philanthropic 

Donor Advised Fund. Establishing such a fund 

with the Jewish Federation is a sound financial 

decision for you and your family and enables you to 

provide critical financial support to the charitable 

organizations most important to you. 

By establishing a Jewish Federation Philanthropic 

Donor Advised Fund, you become a torchbearer, 

helping to Carry the Light and lead the way for 

generations to come. 

“Donor Advised Funds  

advance the common good  

by empowering people to 

give back, and they allow for 

generosity and advancement 

that wouldn’t be possible 

otherwise.”
Vikki N. Spruill, President and CEO, Council on Foundations



CARRY THE LIGHT

Since 1901, thousands of individuals and families have partnered with the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Philadelphia through its Endowments Corporation to 

support people and organizations around the world, and to meet their personal 

philanthropic goals. Donors trust the Jewish Federation to make their charitable 

giving effective and advantageous – both for themselves and for the community. 

One of the best ways to organize and implement charitable giving is a Jewish Federation Philanthropic Donor Advised Fund. 

A Philanthropic Donor Advised Fund (DAF) is a named fund of the Jewish Federation that allows you to recommend grants to 

qualified charitable organizations of your choice and take advantage of the available charitable tax deduction.

If you wish to involve your children and grandchildren in your philanthropy, a DAF offers a less expensive alternative to 

creating a private family foundation. Because you recommend grants to the organizations most meaningful to you, a DAF is 

an especially personal way to Carry the Light, making an impact on communities and people in need – now and in the future.

“This has been the best 

decision we have made in 

terms of effectively managing 

our charitable giving. From 

account setup through 

adding appreciated assets 

annually and recommending 

contributions to a variety of 

individual charities, the  

Jewish Federation has  

helped us streamline the 

tzedakah process.”
David and Mindy Oppenheimer, Fund Holders



HOW DOES IT WORK? 

It’s simple.

To begin, choose a name for the fund. You may choose to 

name the fund for yourself, loved ones, or something else 

that is meaningful to you. 

Next, make a gift of cash or securities to the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Philadelphia. You can establish a 

DAF with a minimum gift of $5,000, and you can make 

additions to your fund at any time. 

Finally, notify the Jewish Federation of your 

recommendations for charitable distributions to qualified 

public charities. Our staff verifies the tax status, mission, 

and viability of all charitable organizations that receive 

grants from the Jewish Federation, and the Jewish 

Federation has significant resources to help you choose 

charities that match your philanthropic interests.

The Jewish Federation will invest and administer the 

fund’s assets, process recommendations, mail checks 

to recipient organizations and send you regular reports. 

You can check the fund balance and contribution history 

and recommend grants through your own secure online 

portfolio at your convenience. 

You and any current and/or successor advisors you 

designate can make recommendations from both income 

and principal. Any assets remaining in the fund upon 

your or your successor advisors’ deaths are either added 

to the Jewish Federation’s endowment fund to help meet 

future needs, or distributed elsewhere as you recommend.

Open a Jewish Federation Philanthropic Donor Advised 

Fund online now at jewishphilly.reninc.com.

“Everything we have learned 

about the Jewish Federation 

reflects sound judgment, 

good management of the 

funds they oversee, and 

effective allocations.”
Mary and Nathan Relles, Fund Holders



“My wife and I have been 

donors to the Jewish 

Federation for many years 

and had confidence in 

its staff to manage our 

fund professionally and 

transparently. We never even 

explored the alternatives to  

the Jewish Federation’s  

Donor Advised Funds.”
Dan Bacine, Fund Holder

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?  

There are many!

A DAF enables you to support the causes you care about 

most, without having to track receipts from multiple 

charities. The experts at the Jewish Federation can help 

you choose qualified charities that best align with your 

personal interests and philanthropic goals. 

DAFs are simple to establish, and can be built using a wide 

variety of assets. The assets in your fund grow tax-free, 

generating greater resources to support the causes you 

care about. You do not pay tax on the income generated 

by your fund. But because your DAF contributions are 

charitable donations to a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public 

charity, you are entitled to receive the maximum tax 

deduction allowed by law for your contribution(s). If you 

use appreciated securities or property to establish or 

augment the fund, you can realize additional tax savings. 

You can involve other family members as advisors, 

showing them the value of philanthropy and 

demonstrating to them the importance of providing for 

the future of our community. And you can preserve your 

privacy: a donor advised fund is not required to publicly 

disclose the grant making activities of individual donors, 

and grants may be made anonymously.

The most gratifying of benefits: your investment in 

the future of our Jewish communities ensures that 

they remain vibrant for generations to come.
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HOW CAN I GET STARTED?

Naming a Philanthropic Donor Advised Fund with the Jewish Federation is a smart 

investment—for you, your loved ones, and your local and global community.

To get started, simply choose the name you would like to use for the fund, and securely open the fund with a beginning 

balance of $5,000 or more online at jewishphilly.reninc.com. Or, if you choose, you may use the enclosed response card to 

create your fund at the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia. 

Contact the Jewish Federation to discuss how best to use Philanthropic Donor Advised Funds and other charitable giving 

tools to meet your personal philanthropic goals. Our knowledgeable staff can provide current, expert information on a broad 

range of topics including strategic grant making, Jewish community needs, and multi-generational family philanthropy. 

 However you choose to get started, we thank you for your support.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Rachel Gross, Director of Planned Giving and Endowments 

phone: 215.832.0572 

fax: 215.832.0503

email: rgross@jewishphilly.org

This document was prepared in and reflects accurate information as of November 2017.

Information contained in this publication is for informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal or tax advice. 

Consult your lawyer or tax advisor when considering planned giving strategies.



2100 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103  |  215.832.0500

jewishphilly.org  |  @JewishPhilly

The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia mobilizes financial and volunteer resources  
to address the communities’ most critical priorities locally, in Israel and around the world.


