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From Darkness to Light:

Bringing Resilience to the Seder Table




From Mourning to Celebration -
Resilience Supplement for Passover Seder - Year 5785

The year 5784 disrupted the flow of our lives and created crises that children
and adults, families, communities, and nations are dealing with today. Since
October 7th, we have been facing a new and complex reality of war, loss, and
worry. As time passes, we are gaining experience in how to function during
this traumatic period, understanding a bit more about its impact on us, and
hoping for the return of the hostages and for peace that will allow us to return
to our normal lives. Against this backdrop, families will gather at the Passover
Seder table in 5785.

As the upcoming Passover holiday approaches, we understand that family can

be a source of personal resilience when a sufficiently safe and relaxed
atmosphere is created. The holiday meal, reading of the Haggadah, and family
Seder can be a good opportunity to pause and examine what we have experienced
in recent months. What hurt us, what was meaningful for us, and what gave us
strength to continue living in the shadow of war and anxiety.

"From Mourning to Celebration" was written to help us strengthen our resilience
around the Passover Seder amidst the turbulence and pain that surrounds us.

From the ancient story of the Exodus from Egypt, we draw inspiration for freedom,
hope, and renewal in these difficult days. This holiday reminds us that even in the
greatest darkness, there is a possibility of emerging into the light.

The suggested activities can be carried out during the holiday and intermediate
days, or as family preparation for the Seder. Humor and creativity are wonderful
tools for coping, and you are invited to add your own symbols to this year's
special Seder.

We hope that at the next Seder we will all sit together - with all the
hostages at home, with all families embraced, in peace and security.
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Prayer for Resilience and Mental Health for the Passover Seder 5785

Our God in Heaven, Healer of all flesh and Worker of wonders:
“When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer
came to You.” (Jonah 2)

Please grant me and my loved ones health of body and soul, as it is written:
“Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is with those who sustain my soul.” (psaims 54)

Strengthen my spirit and fortify my heart, so that I may stand before daily
challenges and walk in paths of righteousness.

Remember for me the prayer of Your servant: “But I trusted in the Lord. I

will be glad and rejoice in Your mercy, for You have seen my affliction; You

have known the troubles of my soul.” (psaims 31)

Light my way on the correct path, and remove from me all obstacles of body and soul.
As it is written in Your holy words: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He
makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside still waters. He restores

my soul; He leads me in paths of righteousness.” (psaims 23)

Give me the strength to maintain my health and my joy of life, for it is fitting to
thank You for all the good in our lives.

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.

Amen.
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The Seder of Resilience in Light of the War

Kadesh - Sanctify time to do things that bring you happiness.
Rachatz - Take deep breaths and release tension from your body.
Karpas - Note the good moments of the day, moments of growth.

Yachatz - Share your difficulties with someone who listens.
Don't remain alone with the pain.

Maggid - Tell your personal story. Many voices create a shared narrative.

Rachtza - Distance yourself occasionally from the news and give your
soul rest and quiet.

Motzi - Go out into nature; leave the house for a walk in the open air.
Matzah - Imagine a picture of a better future for you and those around you.

Maror - Remind yourself that the taste of bitterness is part of life, but not
all of life.

Korech - Make sure to incorporate hobbies and sports throughout the week.
Shulchan Orech - Incorporate self-humor and humor in general into your life.

Tzafun - Even what is hidden from sight will eventually be revealed; it's
important to maintain hope.

Barech - Bless the good, the community that embraces you and mutual support.

Hallel - Praise the light in people, the heroism and generosity that were
revealed in difficult days.

Nirtzah - We desire and pray that by the next Seder all the hostages will return,
and we will sit together in peace and security.
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And Send Them Out
Rabbi Maayan Belding-Zidon

Ha lahma anya.

This is the bread of affliction

that our freedom elevates to holiness.
That our ancestors ate.

But what of our siblings?

What are they eating now?

In the land of Egypt, the narrow place.
There, in the narrow tunnels,

is there any bread left at all?

All who are hungry, come and eat.

Every dry pita that keeps them alive

is also elevated to holiness.

All who are in need, come and partake in the Passover.
By the merit of our fathers and mothers,

by the merit of our pleas and our prayers,

by the merit of the heroism, the hesed, the generosity--
May the Angel of Death pass over them, too,

and may God bring them out from there

with a strong hand and an outstretched arm.

This year, they are there, in the hands of the enemy,

and so are we.

Next year, in the Land of Israel:

sitting at the head of the table,

dressed in white, singing Seder songs.

Once, they will tell the children, we were slaves, and now, we are free.
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Four Answers to the Four Seder Questions during War
Ziva and Rabbi Gil Nativ

That on all other nights our sleep was lost due to worries; on this night we
are renewed with hope.

That on all other nights we watched collapse; on this night we witness the
beginning of recovery.

That on all other nights we counted the dead and wounded; on this night
we are partners in the joy of those rehabilitating and healing.

That on all others nights our table was incomplete; on this night we
embrace those who have returned home.
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The War Has Spoken of Four Children:

Some argue that the story of the four
children is not about four different and
separate figures, but rather that within each
of us live all four children, expressing
different aspects of the human soul. This
year, as we think about those freed from
captivity and those still in captivity, we see in
them a wonderful example of human
resilience and strength, embodying within
themselves many coping powers.

What does the Wise One say? After his
return, Eli Sharabi recounted that he met
Hersh Goldberg-Polin z"l in captivity, and
Hersh told him a phrase that stayed with him
throughout the long days in captivity: "When
there is a 'why', you always find the 'how'."
This is the power of intellect and wisdom, the
survival method of the freed captives who
analyzed the reality around them, learned
about their captors, and created for
themselves a mental framework that allowed
them to hold on day after day. Their wisdom
was expressed in the ability to maintain
sanity in the midst of madness, to understand
that each passing day is a small victory, and
to believe that freedom would eventually
come.

What does the Wicked One say? "What is this
service to you?" - This is the power of rage
and rebellion, sometimes perceived as "evil"
but in the case of the hostages, it is a vital
force. After his return, Tal Shoham described
how he refused to get down on his knees and
decided that even if he were to die, he would
not lose his humanity. This is the power to say
an internal "no" to the captors, to refuse to
break, to maintain pride and dignity even in
the harshest conditions. What appears from
the outside as "wickedness" is actually
courage and refusal to surrender - a trait that
saved many lives in captivity.

What does the Simple One say? "What is

this?" - This is the ability to maintain
innocence, simple hope, faith in goodness.
The hostages and those freed told how they
maintained a small and innocent routine in
the midst of hell - counting days, small songs,
stories, good memories. Innocence is not
innocence of ignorance, but innocence of
choosing to focus on small moments and the
simple hope of returning home.

And the One Who Doesn't Know How to Ask?

This is the power of imagination and
creativity, the ability to escape from harsh
reality into internal worlds. For many of the
hostages, the ability "not to be there" - to
disconnect from physical suffering, to
daydream, to create complete worlds inside
their heads - was a key to survival. After their
return, the IDF spotters told how they wrote
down the Passover Haggadah as they
remembered it so they could celebrate. Even
when they didn't know exactly what to say,
they found within themselves an internal
expansiveness that no captor could

take from them.

All of us, like the hostages, carry these four
powers within us. Every day we are required
to activate our wisdom, rebellion, innocence,
and imagination to cope with life's challenges.
The hostages and those freed teach us a deep
lesson about human resilience - about the
ability to survive the unbearable, to maintain
human dignity even when others try to take it
from us, and to continue believing in light
even in the deepest darkness.
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Vehi she-Amdah for Pesach 5785
Rabbi Maayan Belding-Zidon

That which stood by our fathers

Ofer and Keith and Omri and David

And which stood by our mothers

Sharon and Hagar and Raya and Karina

And which guarded Romi and Noa

And which accompanied Shiri and her sons home
And which cried with Rachel and Eli and Yarden
And which stood by our side all over the world--
For not only one enemy has stood against us to destroy us,
But in every generation, from every direction,
They stand against us to destroy us.

And the nation was not silent and will not be silent

Until the Holy One of Blessing will save us from their hands.
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Dayenu - Version for Passover 5785

How many good favors has the Omnipresent
bestowed upon us!

If He had awakened us at the price of pain, and
had not given us the strength to cope,
dayenu--it would have been enough for us.

If He had given us the strength to cope, and had
not shown us the unity in our hearts, dayenu--it
would have been enough for us.

If He had shown us the unity in our hearts, and
had not connected us to each other in mutual
responsibility, dayenu--it would have been
enough for us.

If He had connected us to each other in mutual
responsibility, and had not revealed to us the
goodness in people during times of crisis,
dayenu--it would have been enough for us.

If He had revealed to us the goodness in people
during times of crisis, and had not brought
forth deeds of light from the darkness,
dayenu--it would have been enough for us.

If He had planted within us the hope for the
return of all of them, and had not taught us to
live with pain and hope together, dayenu--it
would have been enough for us.

If He had taught us to live with pain and hope
together, and had not granted us moments of
comfort in the midst of the storm, dayenu--it
would have been enough for us.

If He had granted us moments of comfort in the
midst of the storm, and had not strengthened

our spirit to continue forward, dayenu--it would
have been enough for us.

If He had strengthened our spirit to continue
forward, and had not reminded us of the power
of a supportive community, dayenu--it would
have been enough for us.

If He had reminded us of the power of a
supportive community, and had not shown us
new faces of ourselves, dayenu--it would have
been enough for us.

If He had shown us new faces of ourselves, and
had not given us the faith that things will be
good, dayenu--it would have been enough for us.

If He had given us the faith that things will be
good, and had not promised us spring after this
long winter, dayenu--it would have been enough
for us.

How much more so is the doubled and redoubled
goodness of the Omnipresent upon us, for He
awakened us at the price of pain, and gave us
the strength to cope, and showed us the unity in
our hearts, and connected us to each other in
mutual responsibility, and revealed to us the
goodness in people during times of crisis, and
planted within us the hope for the return of all
of them, and taught us to live with pain and
hope together, and granted us moments of
comfort in the midst of the storm, and
strengthened our spirit to continue forward,
and reminded us of the power of a supportive
community, and showed us new faces of
ourselves, and gave us the faith that things will
be good, and promised us spring after this long
winter.
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In Every Generation
Martin Herskovitz

In every generation a person must see the light,
to guide his way in the darkness.

In every generation a person must hear the whisper that has been silenced
and respond with tears.

In every generation man must taste the bitterness of existence and he can
learn to embrace.

In every generation, a person must smell a scent of burnt expectations
and learn to mourn.

In every generation, a person must learn to touch and to be touched
and then he can impart.

In every generation, a person must learn to dream
so that he can will himself to endure.
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Four Cups Corresponding to the Languages of Redemption

Rabbi Amirit Rosen

Why did the sages establish four cups on
Passover night? Rabbi Yochanan in the
name of R. Benayah: Corresponding to the
four expressions of redemption,as it is said:

"I will bring you out from under the
burdens of Egypt; I will deliver you from

their bondage; I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great
judgments; I will take you to Me for a
people."

Each cup symbolizes a different layer of
redemption, layer upon layer, aspiring to
complete redemption.

The first redemption aims at release from
suffering. Bring the hostages out of
suffering! Bring the families out of
suffering! Bring the people of Israel and the
surrounding nations out of suffering!

The second redemption is intended to save
us from the cycle of slavery, from the cycle
of bloodshed, from a state of constant
threat.

In the third redemption there is power
that can be discerned, seeing deep change.
This is external and internal redemption
of strength and courage.

The fourth redemption is meant to
remind us why we were taken as a
people-to do righteousness and justice,
"to love kindness and to walk humbly with
your God."

Just as pain and suffering have so many
layers, so does redemption.

In Elijah the Prophet's cup we pray for the
fifth redemption: "And I will bring you to
the land which I raised my hand [to give]."

May we-all the house of Israel and all the
inhabitants of the world-merit to come
out from suffering, to see salvation and
redemption with our eyes and be part of it,
to remember our purpose, to merit seeing
all the hostages and evacuees and soldiers
at home, that we may all live securely, that
everyone has a protective home, food on
their plate, and that we may all be free
people, now, swiftly and soon.
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Words That Heal the Soul

Words are a powerful tool in building emotional resilience in uncertain days. When
reality shakes us, the words we choose to say to ourselves and others can serve

as an anchor in a stormy sea. Words like "together," "despite," "because of," "soon,"
"this too shall pass" - all these create a new framework for understanding a painful
reality. When we tell our life story through words of hope and resilience, we give
ourselves space for growth. On Passover, when we tell the story of the Exodus from
Egypt, the words themselves transform from "Peh-Sach" - a mouth closed in bondage,
to a speaking and storytelling mouth in freedom.

The comfort of sharing with one another is like planting a seed in the scorched soil
of pain. Though the soil appears desolate, within it lies the potential for growth.
When we share with each other our pain, fears, hopes, and dreams, we water the soil
of the soul and allow the seeds of comfort to sprout. The simple connection between
person and person--eye contact, listening, hugging, genuine presence--creates the
conditions for regrowth. As our ancestors in Egypt preserved their identity and
community through holidays and tradition, so do we find comfort in shared rituals,
songs, and stories that pass from generation to generation.

Hope is the driving force that moves us forward even when the path seems long

and difficult. It is not a promise that everything will be all right, but the belief that
despite everything, the journey has meaning. When we light a candle in darkness, we
do not eliminate all the darkness, but illuminate the space around us and create the
possibility to move forward step by step. In the story of the Exodus, the people of
Israel walked in the desert for forty years on the way to the Promised Land, a journey
full of faith and hope. So too, in these times, we walk together on a journey of coping
and strengthening, with hope as the pillar of fire illuminating our path toward a
future of peace and wholeness.

May we all meet next year in the rebuilt Jerusalem, in a world better and
more whole than the world before.
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About NATAL

Since 1998, NATAL has been offering hope, healing, and

strength to Israelis affected by trauma and PTSD, providing
round-the-clock care and support. NATAL not only focuses
on survival but also on fostering growth and resilience in the

face of adversity. With the ongoing support of donors and

partners, NATAL remains committed to ensuring that every
individual impacted by war and terror receives the necessary

care to rebuild their lives and find hope amid darkness.

About the Masorti Movement

Since its founding, the Masorti Movement in Israel has
been dedicated to making Judaism accessible to
all—egalitarian, open, and rooted in tradition. We uphold
the values of halakhah and tradition while renewing and
adapting them to contemporary realities. Masorti kehillot
across Israel provide a welcoming spiritual, educational,
and social home for those seeking a Judaism that is
inclusive, engaging, and meaningful.

The Masorti Movement and its supporters, in Israel and
around the world, proudly carry forward this mission,
building a movement committed to pluralism, equality,
and strengthening Jewish identity across all sectors of
Israeli society. With the support of our partners, we strive
to ensure a place for every Jew in both religious and public
life, guided by the belief that Judaism can—and must—be
accessible, relevant, and deeply significant for all who
seek it.
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As we gather for Passover, we reflect on the
wisdom of our tradition: "In every generation,
one must see oneself as if they personally went
out of Egypt."

This meaningful project was made possible
through the partnership between the Masorti
Movement in Israel and NATAL, highlighting the
vital connection between Jewish tradition and
culture with resilience and coping.

In every generation, we tell the story of the
Exodus, remembering that even after long years
of slavery in Egypt—we emerged. Better days still
await us.

Through our shared stories and traditions, may
our minds remain hopeful and our hearts strong.

Chag Pesach Sameach!
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